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MINUTES OF THE GROSSE POINTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL 

CHAMBERS, 17145 MAUMEE AVENUE, GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN ON MONDAY, JUNE 20, 2022. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Tomkowiak, Council Members Fries, Juip, Parthum, Stempfle, and Walsh  

 

In Attendance: City Manager Dame, Attorney Kennedy, Public Safety Director Alcorn, Public Service Director 

Randazzo, Assistant to the City Manager Hardenbrook, Main Street Director Willcock and City Planner Jackson 

 

Motion by Council Member Parthum, second by Council Member Juip, to excuse Council Member Thomas from the 

meeting for personal reasons.  

 

The Mayor then led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Council Member Stempfle, second by Council Member Parthum, to approve the Consent Agenda consisting 

of the following: 

 

1. Minutes from the regular Council Meeting held on May 9, 2022. 

2. Invoices 

 a) Traffic & Safety - LPR Equipment, May 2022, $24,625.00 

 b) Great Lakes Water Authority - Sewage, May 2022, $74,100.00 

 c) Anderson, Eckstein, & Westrick, Inc - 2021 Street Improvement Program, 4/11/22 – 5/8/22, $18,431.79 

 d) Fontana Construction - Sanitary Sewer Repair, May 2022, $42,219 

 e) Aquatic Source - Pool Maintenance, May 2022, $5,487.03 

 f) Asphalt Control Corporation - Sanitary Sewer Repair, May 2022, $12,744 

 g) McKenna - Master Plan, April 2022, $6,547.50 

 h) Tocco Mannino Landscaping - Village Flower Beds, May 2022, $18,553.75 

 i) City of Grosse Pointe Park - Maintenance Billing 911 System, May 2022 – April 2023, $6,614.20 

j) Medstar - Ambulance Services, January - March 2022, $5,937.50 

 k) I.T. Right - Annual Service Contract, April 2022 – March 2023, $22,577.00 

        l) GFL - Recycling, May 2022, $13,180.00 

             - Recycling, June 2022, $13,440.00 

m) Pro-Line Asphalt Paving Corporation - 2021 Street Program, Estimate #7, $149,896.53 

3. Authorize the purchase of MSA cylinders for firefighting from Apollo Fire Equipment in the amount of 

$9,760. 

4. Authorize the purchase of in-station radio system and installation by Pointe Alarm for Public Safety in the 

amount of $9,840.50. 

5. Authorize the purchase of Public Safety bullet proof vests in the amount of $21,735. 

6. Authorize the purchase of Public Safety firearms from Range USA Law Enforcement in the amount of 

$26,011.80. 

7. Approve the Special Event Application for Music on the Plaza 2022. 

   

CONSENT AGENDA UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

 

The City Council convened as the Planning Commission 
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PUBLIC HEARING – 16919 KERCHEVAL AVE – AMENDMENTS TO SPECIAL LAND USE AND SITE PLAN 

 

City Planner Jackson made the following report for the amended Special Use and Site Plan: 

 

The Kroger Company of Michigan submitted an application to amend the special use agreement and site plan of the 

current Kroger building that was constructed just over a decade ago. The amendment requests permission for a 

reconfigured parking lot and exterior building space with the addition of cart corrals, screening walls, parking kiosks, and 

modifications to outdoor display areas. 

 

The topics of the special use application are in response to issues raised by the City of Grosse Pointe with Kroger over 

the course of its use of this facility. These concerns have been growing over time and Kroger’s application is the result 

of at least two years of discussion with various Kroger officials about amending the original agreements. In addition to 

the issues addressed by Kroger's application, the City also recommends that a privacy fence be installed between Maire 

School and the Kroger owned parking lot to provide a visual buffer between the commercial use and the school uses as 

well as address issues arising from the sensitivity of the adjacent school uses being very different than a busy commercial 

public parking lot. Importantly, the City is also seeking resolution of an outstanding violation of existing special use 

requirements that guaranteed people could look into the store windows from Kercheval. This is a zoning requirement of 

all retail stores on Kercheval. Given that Kroger has blocked the windows on Kercheval with new tall freezers without 

permission and now blinds, the City has suggested a reasonable alternative to provide for window-based displays to break 

up what is now a long expanse of blank wall and covered windows. It was precisely the long brick wall that previously 

existed in the old store that the City sought to eliminate with the design approved in 2010. To date, Kroger has refused to 

comply with those requirements or accept the City's alternative window display. 

 

The Kroger application for modifications are being proposed in accordance with Section 90-75, Special Land Use Review, 

of the City of Grosse Pointe Zoning Ordinance, which allows amendments to a special use when the project achieves the 

standards of the ordinance. 

 

City Planner Jackson recommended City Council approve the application for revisions to the original special use permit 

and site plan of the Kroger site/store subject to the following conditions: 

 

Special Use: 

1. Approval of a revised site plan that meets all requirements and conditions. 

2. The outdoor storage area is maintained with no additional outdoor storage of carts, inventory, or other items 

associated with the operation of Kroger. 

3. Kroger to work with the school district on acceptable screening for the areas of the parking lot adjacent to the 

playground area. 

4. All other conditions associated with previous approvals including the character of outdoor display areas and the 

amount of transparent display windows shall remain in effect. 

Site Plan: 

1. Amendment to the current special use permit for a business over 5,000 sq. ft. is approved. 

2. The outdoor storage area is maintained with no additional outdoor storage of carts, inventory, or other items 

associated with the operation of Kroger. 

3. Kroger to work with the school district on acceptable screening for the areas of the parking lot adjacent to the 

playground area. 

4. All other conditions associated with previous approvals including the character of outdoor display areas and 

amount of transparent display windows shall remain in effect. 

 

Mayor Tomkowiak opened public comment.  The following comments were made: 

 

Kasey Malley, Main Street Board Chair, stated that all business in The Village should uphold a good corporate citizenship 

and that Kroger’s leadership should follow through with its promises relative to its land use agreement as well as the 

general use, zoning and building guidelines that all businesses in The Village abide by and she applauded the City’s 

efforts. 
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Anne Lyke, a Village business representative, requested assistance in facilitating a positive working relationship with 

Kroger in order to deal with the Kroger truck traffic in the rear alley that continuously blocks rear entrances to stores and 

cars that are parked along the alley. 

 

Eileen Proudlock, Maire PTO President, referenced a safety concern with the proximity of Kroger’s parking lot to Maire’s 

playground. 

 

Hearing no further comments, Mayor Tomkowiak closed public comment. 

 

Council discussion took place regarding a center based pedestrian cross walk that needs to be relocated to directly behind 

the rear entrance, the need for Kroger to clean up the rear alley way and address the foul odor, the need for Kroger to 

work with Marie School to address the need for an acceptable screen wall that separates the Kroger property from the 

school, and issues regarding the store front windows.  The City Manager referenced that while the screening issue will 

be addressed and that Kroger will be held accountable, that issue is not tied to the proposed improvements and should not 

prevent the consideration of Kroger’s proposed improvements. 

 

Motion by Council Member Walsh, second by Council Member Juip, to approve the amendments to the Special Land 

Use Permit for 16919 Kercheval Avenue, subject to the approval of the site plan, subject to moving the walkway to align 

with the backdoor, and subject to compliance with the Planner’s recommendations.  

 

MOTION CARRIES  

 

Motion by Council Member Juip, second by Council Member Walsh, to approve the amendments to the Site Plan for 

16919 Kercheval Avenue, subject to moving the walkway to align with the backdoor, and subject to compliance with the 

Planner’s recommendations. 

 

MOTION CARRIES 

 

The Planning Commission reconvened as the City Council 

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION OF DRAFT RECREATIONALPROGRAMING OPTIONS 

 

City Manager Pete Dame requested that City Council review the proposed draft of recreational programing options and 

prioritize them for Council discussion at the next City Council meeting. 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

Main Street Director Willcock thanked Council for approval of the Special Event Application for Music on the Plaza 

2022 and provided an update regarding summer events in The Village. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENT 

 

The City Council commented on the following topics: 

 

• Council Member John Stempfle announced that this would be his last City Council meeting after nearly 2 

decades of being on Council.  He described his time on Council as being an honor and privilege.  He thanked 

City residents for allowing him to serve and for electing him 5 times and stated that he leaves the City in great 

shape with great employees and City leaders. 

• Council Members shared the honor and pleasure of serving with Council Member Stempfle and thanked him 

on behalf of the community for his years of dedication, enormous empathy and service to the community, he 

will be missed.   
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• The proposed Kroger improvements should not be underestimated despite ongoing issues, the improvements 

are significant and should not be discounted.  A positive mutual working relationship with Kroger will be 

looked forward to. 

 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Motion by Council Member Walsh, second by Council Member Parthum, to go into closed session for the purpose of 

ongoing collective bargaining. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE 

 Ayes: Fries, Juip, Parthum, Stempfle, Walsh, Mayor Tomkowiak 

 Nays None 

 

MOTION CARRIES 

 

The Council met in closed session from 7:55 p.m. to 8:09 p.m.  The City Council reconvened in open session at 8:10 p.m. 

 

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT 

 

Motion by Council Member Walsh, second by Council Member Parthum, to approve the new tentative agreement with 

Public Safety Officers for 2022 -2025 as presented by the City Manager. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED   

 

 

On Motion, the meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

 Christopher M. Hardenbrook 

 Acting Secretary of the Meeting 

 City of Grosse Pointe 


